
“Tico Times”   

 

July 8 saw the opening of a brand new church based in our corner of the 
Orosi Valley: La Iglesia de la Alegría del Señor.  We’ve averaged 40 
attendees for the first two services.  We’re praying that this church will 
be a blessing to our community – Christians and non-Christians alike. 

How to Launch a Church in 10 Days 

It’s a good question.  Can a small Costa Rican church and a quasi Spanish speaking 

team of Americans to launch a new church in under two weeks?  When God gives the 

vision, the answer is YES!  We’ve been privileged to be part of the launch team for La 

Iglesia de la Alegría del Señor (The Church of the Joy of the Lord).   

We had been praying for God to direct our team about planting a church in the Orosi 

Valley.  When our pastor, José Gonzalez, came to us with the idea to start a church at 

El Jardín we felt that it was an answer from the Lord.  And when Pastor José told us 

that he wanted to have the first service in less than two weeks we thought, “Are you 

crazy?”  But God blesses leaps of faith…like launching a church in 10 days!  And so 

far we’ve already seen the positive impact of La Alegría del Señor in our community.   

Helping Hands 

We’ve been so blessed to have a steady stream of volunteers this summer.  Ben 

Hopf, a college student from Campbell University, helped us for two weeks in June.  

This month Jessica Bean, a rising senior at Winthrop University, has been living and 

working with us.  Starting tonight we’ll have teams (plural) of volunteers through the 

end of the month and in to August.  Eight members of a construction team from 

Arizona fly in tonight.  Eight more arrive tomorrow!  And in just over a week we have 

another “family team,” the Paden’s, coming to serve the women in our community.  

The theme of their mission will be “The King is Enthralled With Your Beauty.”  A 

beauty salon based on Biblical principles – what a concept! 

God is doing amazing things through Christians who are giving up their time and 

money to serve in Costa Rica.  What a thrill for us to see lives changed – Ticos and 

Gringos alike!  Thank you all – volunteers, supporters, and prayer warriors – for 

participating in the ministry here in Costa Rica.  Que Dios le bendiga.       

Nathan & AmberNathan & AmberNathan & AmberNathan & Amber 

Prayer Requests & Praise Reports 

� Pray for the construction mission 
team from Arizona – arriving tonight! 

� Please continue to lift up the new 
church at El Jardín – La Alegría de la 
Alegría del Señor.  Pray that the 
church will be a blessing and a light 
to the people of the Orosi Valley. 

� Please pray for The Paden family 
mission trip.  They will be doing a 
week of women’s ministry.  The 
Paden’s arrive on July 29. 

� Pray for the Seacoast Church short-
term medical mission we will be 
joining in Nicaragua on August 10. 

� Please continue to lift up the rest of 
our ministry team, the Dundon’s, in 
the process of raising support. 

� Pray for God’s provision for the day-
to-day needs and future plans of El 
Jardín Sagrado. 

� Pray for the Lord to continue to knit 
the GOM Costa Rica team together. 

� Please pray for God to give us 
strength, confidence, and calmness 
in Him – and that we will walk closely 
with our Lord daily.   

 

The roof is almost finished on the 
Celebration Center.  The Arizona short 
–term mission team will complete the 
job.  What a blessing to have a brand 
new building for a brand new church!   
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“Tico Times” 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.”  2 Corinthians 9:12 


