
“Tico Times”   

 
This is Ken LaBelle, the newest member of the El Jardín Team in Costa 
Rica, with kids at the Cavecas Indians medical clinic in Limón Province. 

Las Tablas is one of the most dangerous precarios in San José. (A precario 
is a poor, inner-city slum where people “squat” on the land.) The police will 
not enter this neighborhood – much less the fire department or paramedics.  
The law does not exist here.  We were told that it would take over 300 
policemen to go in together on foot to respond to an incident.  That’s never 
happened in Las Tablas.  The residents are simply cut off from the 
surrounding city.  Many choose to live this way – gang members and drug 
dealers (and these people are numerous) – but many others do not, their 
community taken over by thugs and criminals.   

This was one of the sites we visited earlier this month with a mission team 
from our home church, Seacoast.  Las Tablas was one of the five locations 
where we served the people with free medical clinics.  It total we served over 
600 patients in six days, but the day in Las Tablas impacted us the most. 

The Seacoast team posing for a picture on the “free day” at Volcán Irazú  

Prayer Requests & 
Praise Reports 

� Praise God for a successful mission 
trip!  The team from Seacoast did a 
great job with the medical clinics, 
seeing over 600 patients in six clinic 
days.  And God used the outreaches 
to soften hearts and change lives for 
Him.  Several individuals prayed to 
receive Christ during the 10-day trip.  

� We’re so thankful with the progress 
of the “extreme make-over” at El 
Jardín.  God has provided wonderful 
workers to help us.  And now with 
Ken LaBelle working with us at the 
camp as well, it’s looking better than 
ever!  Pray that God continues to 
bless El Jardín and the volunteers 
who are helping us, investing time 
and energy to improve the camp. 

� Pray for us as we prepare for 
upcoming short-term mission teams 
– specifically a construction/medical 
team coming in mid-January. 

� Pray for the Ticos and Ticas in the 
Orosi Valley – and beyond – that 
God will win over their hearts.  And 
pray that in some small way our 
team at El Jardín can participate in 
lives being transformed for Christ.  

� Pray for Amber and me to continue 
to improve our Spanish.  Gracias! 

The sign in front of Major and Ken says, 
“For your security, you are not permitted 
to pass beyond the rail” – a perfect spot 
for a picture.  We haven’t seen these 
guys since our free day at the volcano...
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A few faces from the medical clinics… 

 

 

 

 

Seacoast Medical Mission Trip a Success 

I mentioned Las Tablas. There were five other places where the team of 14 
– plus Amber, Ken (the new GOM missionary here!), myself, and other 
helpers – set-up the medical clinics.  We participated in the “Festival con 
Dios” (Festival with God) in Escazú with dozens of other volunteers from 
local churches and mission organizations.  We traveled to a remote area of 
the province of Limón to serve an Indian village for two days. And the last 
three days of the trip we set up the clinic in three different sites: a precario 
in Tres Rios, a drug rehab center in Alajuelita, and Las Tablas. 

It’s extremely difficult to sum-up a 10-day mission trip in one short 
newsletter – no, it’s impossible – but if I had to describe the experience in a 
sentence I would say this: God showed up.  He worked through us.  He 
worked in us.  And sometimes He worked in spite of us.  The result of the 
trip was that a lot of people were able to obtain medical care – something 
that many Costa Ricans and Nicaraguans do not have access to.  And a lot 
of people experienced God’s love and grace. That was our goal. I think we 
accomplished it. No, God accomplished it – we just got to see it!  

Of course God also worked in all of us – Amber and me in particular. We 
learned so much about doing medical missions in Costa Rica (it was our 
first experience, so we had a lot to learn!).  But most importantly we had the 
opportunity to just love on people – kids, elderly folks, men and women – to 
see their smiling faces, to smile with them, to hug.   

God’s love spans all culture gaps and language barriers. So do smiles. 

If you want to see footage from the Seacoast mission trip for yourself, you 
can visit our website: www.missiongocostarica.org.  There are eight videos 
here (totaling 45 minutes – approximately 5 minutes per video) covering 
our 10 days with the Seacoasters in Costa Rica.   

Nicaragua and a Thanksgiving Break 

How are we recovering from an intense 10-day mission trip and two weeks 
of hard work at El Jardín?  Well, Amber and I are taking off tonight on an 
eight-hour bus ride to Nicaragua!  We are going to help with the next 
“Festival con Dios” in Jimotepe, Nicaragua.  We are so excited about 
returning to Nicaragua again.  We will stay with a dear friend of ours in 
Managua, Mary Ezzell, for a short while after the festival.  And then after 
Nicaragua we’re heading to the beach for a little Thanksgiving break with 
our friends Bradd and Corinne Johnson. It will be so nice to rest and re-
charge – and maybe try some surfing! 

Well, we don’t want to miss that bus, so I’ll close. Thank you so much for 
reading about how your partnership in ministry impacts so many lives. And 
thank you for your continual prayers and encouraging calls and emails.  We 
love you all and miss you so much.  Talk to you again soon.  God bless.   

With love, in Christ, 

NatNatNatNathahahahannnn & Amber & Amber & Amber & Amber
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