
“Tico Times”   

 
Members of the Seacoast medical and construction mission team (and Tico 
volunteers) took turns riding in a 4x4 truck to travel the last mile to reach a 
remote village in the mountains of Costa Rica.  The team served there for 3 
days, saw 200 patients, and helped the Cabecar Indians build their church. 

An Arduous Announcement 

This is a difficult newsletter to write.  First, it’s been over two months since our 
last one; there’s too much to tell you in two pages!  But it’s even more difficult 
because this will be one of our last “Tico Times.”  Amber and I will leave 
Costa Rica at the end of October.  We’re not leaving missions (we’ll tell you 
about that soon), but God is calling us to close this chapter in our lives.   

I hate to start off with such sad news.  But you need to know.  And you need 
to know that your prayers and support for the ministry here was not (nor is 
not) in vain.  God is doing amazing things here.  We were blessed to be a 
part of it.  And we’re blessed by the love and encouragement you’ve shown 
us.  We can’t thank you enough for your support in this journey.  I will go 
into more detail about our decision and where we hope to land next in the last 
“Tico Times” in one month.  But I can’t spend any more space on it now – I 
have to tell you about four mission teams in the last two months!      

Here are the Seacoasters and Ticos – doctors, nurses, translators, builders, 
cooks, helpers – in front of the church in the Cabecar Indian reservation.   

Prayer Requests,               
Praise Reports 

� Praise God for an incredible week of 
ministry with the mission team from 
Seacoast Church in Mt Pleasant, SC.   

� Praise Him for allowing Amber to join 
the Seacoast medical mission trip in 
Nicaragua in August and for the 
success and impact of that mission. 

� Praise God for an awesome week of 
women’s ministry – and a time of 
personal encouragement to us – with 
the family mission team from Dallas. 

� Praise Him for a terrific construction 
mission trip in July.  Two churches 
from Arizona partnered to send a 
team of 16 people to complete the 
big red roof for the Celebration 
Center (as well as other projects). 

� Pray that God will “water the seeds 
that have been planted” from the 
recent mission trips and outreaches. 

� Please continue to lift up the 
Dundon’s as they raise support and 
make plans to move to Costa Rica.  

� Pray for God to give us wisdom as 
we follow Him to our next ministry 
location (and for a smooth transition).   

� Finally, please lift up the wonderful 
friends…no, family…Amber and I are 
leaving behind in Costa Rica.   

This little Cabecar left a surprise in my 
lap as I was bouncing him on my leg 
during a church service.  Lesson 
learned: don’t play “ride the horsy” when 
the rider has a full bladder and no diaper.  
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Snapshots from recent mission trips: 

 

 

 

 

“Roughing It” With the Seacoast Mission Team 

Three days and two nights in a rainy, remote Indian reservation in the 
Talamanca Mountains of Costa Rica — it doesn’t sound like a dream 
vacation.  But for the team of 15 from Seacoast Church the conditions were 
ideal for a life-changing experience.  We left the “comfortable” 
accommodations of El Jardín early in the morning, embarking on our 
journey to the Cabecar Indian reservation near Paso Marcos, a “town” 
made up of a few scattered houses and one convenience store.  The 
Cabecar village we were going to was several kilometers past Paso 
Marcus, reachable only by foot, horse, or very reliable 4×4.     

It’s hard to paint a picture for you of how far away from the hustle and 
bustle of San José (much less the United States) this place was.  But it’s 
even harder for me to describe what a blessing it was to meet, get to know, 
serve, and love the Cabecars.  They were so humble, so appreciative of 
the medicine and clothes we gave them.  I know it’s cliché, but I really felt 
we got more out of the experience than they did.  We got to see how they 
live.  We got to hear their language.  We got to see the smiling faces of the 
kids as they took off their heavy rain boots and tried on sneakers for the 
first time.  We shared meals with them.  We experienced their music (which 
sounded a lot like Appalachian Bluegrass).  And we worshiped with them. 

I’ll have pictures and videos to share with you from the Seacoast mission 
trip in the next week or two.  Check www.missionsminded.org for more 
(notice the new Web address, that’s MissionsMinded.org).  

Four Mission Teams in Two Months 

I hope you’ve followed the Blog in the last two months.  If you have, you’ve 
read about the four mission trips in that short time.  The busy schedule is 
the main reason I haven’t been able to produce a newsletter.  Let’s start in 
July: we hosted a construction mission team from Arizona.  The team 
completed a new roof for the Celebration Center, the multi-purpose building 
at El Jardín.  In August we hosted a “family mission team” from Dallas, 
Texas.  The Paden family (Jon, Kellie, Jordan, Tessa, and Hank), the 
family’s hair dresser (Dina), and her sister (Priscilla) came for a week of 
ministry to the women in our community.  Ladies came for three days of 
pampering and Bible studies.  Immediately after that week of ministry, 
Amber joined another Seacoast medical mission team in Nicaragua for 10 
days of ministry there.  I convinced Amber to write about her experience in 
Nicaragua on the Blog.  She has an amazing story about a woman she met 
there.  You can read her story here: http://missionsminded.org/2007/08/a-
story-from-my-nicaragua-mission-trip/.   

That catches you up to today.  Following a week with the Seacoast crew, 
that makes four mission trips in two months!  What next?  We’re gearing up 
for another mission team, arriving October 12.  After that Amber and I will 
be saying our goodbyes and moving on to the next stage of our adventure 
in missions.  As I said, I will fill you in on a lot more information – the reason 
for our move and where we’re going from here – in the last “Tico Times.”   

Until then, thank you for your continued prayers and support.  We can’t put 
into words what an encouragement you’ve been to us over the past year.  
We love each and every one of you.  God bless. 

Nathan & AmberNathan & AmberNathan & AmberNathan & Amber
 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.”  2 Corinthians 9:12 


