
“Tico Times”   

 
As the sun sets on our time in Costa Rica, we look back and thank God for 
amazing experiences and wonderful friendships.  This country and its 
people will always hold a special place in our hearts.  We’re excited to see 
what God does in and through our Tico friends in the future!  And we can’t 
wait to start the next leg in our missions adventure: Nicaragua! 

Looking Back: Thirteen Amazing Months in Costa Rica 

This is the last Tico Times newsletter from Costa Rica.  That’s difficult to 
read.  It’s even more difficult to write.  How do you sum up a lifetime of 
memories – crammed into thirteen months – in a two-page newsletter?   

You can’t, so I’m not even going to try.  But I want to give you some of the 
highlights from the past year: an amazing experience for Amber and me – a 
journey that you have experienced with us through your prayers, 
communications, and support!  Take a look at what Christ has accomplished 
through our ministry together: 

� El Jardín Sagrado was transformed from an over-grown garden into 
a staging ground for community outreaches, mission trips, and 
weekly church gatherings – and an amazingly beautiful staging 
ground at that! 

� We hosted or served with twelve mission teams, in three countries, in 
the last 15 months.  Eight of the teams served through children’s 
ministry, seven did medical missions, and four completed 
construction projects.  There were two “soccer outreaches,” several 
concerts and other creative outreaches, and one “The King is 
Enthralled With Your Beauty Week.”  The teams served thousands 
of people and hundreds came to know the Lord!   

� A new church was born, La Iglesia de la Alegría del Señor, 
ministering to 50 to 100 worshipers every week, reaching Orosi’s 
“unchurched,” and sharing God’s love in practical ways. 

� On a personal note, Amber and I learned Spanish, grew in our 
marriage, gained new friendships (Ticos and Gringos), and learned a 
ton about trusting God.  

Prayer Requests,               
Praise Reports 

� We praise the Lord for an amazing 
13 months of ministry in Costa Rica.  
So much was accomplished.  So 
many lives were changed for the 
better (including ours).  To God be 
the glory, great things He has done. 

� We praise God for the incredible 
people He’s used to encourage, 
support, and challenge us here: 
Ticos and North Americans.  We 
wouldn’t be living this “adventure in 
missions” without you.  Thank you. 

� Pray for God to give us wisdom as 
we follow Him to our next ministry 
location in 2008: Nicaragua!  Pray for 
a smooth transition to our new 
mission agency and mission field.   

� Please pray that we will have a 
restful, rejuvenating time in the U.S. 
visiting supporters, friends and family 
during the holidays.  And pray for 
safety as we travel to several states. 

� Pray for the ongoing ministry in 
Costa Rica at El Jardín Sagrado and 
La Iglesia de la Alegría del Señor.  

� Please continue to lift up the 
Dundon’s as they raise support and 
make plans to move to Costa Rica.  

� Finally, please lift up the wonderful 
friends we’re leaving behind in CR…   

Our Tico brothers and sisters have 
blessed us with their and friendship and 
love this year.  We’ll never forget them.  
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Looking Inward: Our Feelings on Leaving Costa Rica 

We’ve been blessed to have the last few weeks to wind down, say our 
goodbyes, and reflect on our time in Costa Rica.  In that time our stress 
level has gone from Dangerously High to Unusually Low.  God doesn’t 
promise stress-free lives, but it has been nice to have some reflection time. 

So, how do we feel about leaving Costa Rica?  Mixed.  We’re grateful for 
the short time we had here and the wonderful friendships we gained along 
the way.  We’re sad to say goodbye.  But we’re excited for two reasons.  
We’re excited to see what God does through the ongoing ministry at El 
Jardín and La Iglesia de la Alegría del Señor.  And we’re excited about 
what God has in store for us next (more on that in a moment). 

Obviously, there are reasons for us to leave Costa Rica.  I can’t go into all 
of the details that lead to our decision.  But you should know that we’re not 
“running away.”  We’re leaving because God is calling us to a new 
adventure.  We don’t consider the last year to be a detour; we’ve learned 
more in our time here than in any other period of our lives.    

Now as we depart this beautiful country we say thank you to everyone who 
made this year possible – our “cheerleaders” in the U.S. and our “in the 
trenches” friends in Costa Rica.  Thank you to everyone who’s come along 
for the ride.  We invite you to continue with us on this adventure… 

Looking Forward: A New Mission in Nicaragua? 

Now for the big announcement: what’s next for Amber and me?  I wish I 
had a definitive answer to that question.  But if there’s one thing I’ve 
learned in Costa Rica it’s to trust God – even when you can’t see the 
ultimate destination or even the next bend in the road!  However, while the 
road is a little foggy right now, we can say with passion and anticipation that 
the Lord is calling us to continue in full-time ministry in Nicaragua! 

The reason our plans are not in stone yet is because we’re going through 
the process of changing mission agencies.  We have close missionary 
friends in Nicaragua.  (And they’ve invited us to join them in ministry!)  But 
we still have to interview with and be accepted by the home office in the 
States.  So, until we’re officially accepted, we’ll wait to spill the beans on the 
name of our new mission agency and what we’ll be doing in Nicaragua.  All 
we can say is that we’re pumped!   

So, as we close the last Tico Times (we’ll have a new newsletter with a 
new name for the holidays), we have a couple of BIG prayer requests:  

� That our new mission agency would accept us! 
� That our time at home would bless us and refresh us.  (And that 
we’d have safe travels to NC, SC, TN, KY, FL, GA, NE, TX, etc.!) 

� That we’d have a smooth transition to our new mission agency and 
mission field.  (We hope to depart for Nicaragua in January 2008!) 

 
We can’t put into words what an encouragement you’ve been to us over 
the last year.  Thank you for your love and support.  Thanks for being a part 
of our lives.  We’re excited about continuing the journey with you in 
Nicaragua!  Que Dios le bendiga (God bless you). 

Nathan & AmberNathan & AmberNathan & AmberNathan & Amber
 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.”  2 Corinthians 9:12 


